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WHAT IS INCLUSION?  
More and more, the word inclusion is being used, often with 
respect to people who are labelled with a disability, but also 
within schools and educational institutions as well.  

Simply put, inclusion means embracing and involving everyone 
within a community so that all people have the opportunity to 
participate in and contribute to our society. We include people 
because we appreciate that each individual has something unique 
to offer that is of value to us all. Inclusion recognizes the 
importance of diversity and the natural desire we all have to be 
needed and appreciated.     Our participants in the community 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
SEPTEMBER 

• Friday, September 1: Outdoor activities 
• Monday, September 4: Atelier closed for Labour Day 
• Every Wednesday (September 6, 13, 20 & 27): Free healthy snack prepared by 

participants 
• Friday, September 8: Free treat –Chez l’Ami for ice cream  
• Friday, September 15: Free lunch – Vegetable soup and biscuits 
• Friday, September 22: Outdoor activities 
• Saturday, September 23 & Sunday, September 24: Escape Room Fundraiser 

(Must book in advance) 
• Friday, September 29: Free lunch – Lasagna and garlic bread 

OCTOBER 

• Every Wednesday (October 4, 11, 18 & 25): Free healthy snack prepared by 
participants 

• Friday, October 6: Free Thanksgiving Dinner – Chicken, potatoes, carrots and 
stuffing 

• Monday, October 9: Atelier closed for Thanksgiving 
• Friday, October 13: Trip to Acadian Bowling Lanes 
• Friday, October 20: Free lunch – Spaghetti and rolls 
• Friday, October 27: Fun and games afternoon 
• Tuesday, October 31: Halloween Party with free pizza lunch 

NOVEMBER 

• Every Wednesday (November 1, 8, 15 & 22): Free healthy snack prepared by 
participants 

• Friday, November 3: Free lunch – Nachos 
• Friday, November 10: Free lunch at Cuisine Robicheau 
• Monday, November 13: Atelier closed for Remembrance Day 
• Friday, November 24: Free lunch – Rice, meatballs and carrots 
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COMMUNITY EMPLOYMENT  
  
Since starting the new community employment program this 
past Spring, we have assisted 14 of our participants in finding 
jobs within the community, along with the skills and support 
to sustain employment. 
Our approach is to work with employers one-on-one to 
support them in creating inclusive workplaces and to help 
them understand the benefits to their business of hiring 
people labeled with a disability. These benefits include 
reliability, increased safety and customer loyalty. 

With our participants, we offer general employment skills, 
such as interview skills, on-the-job etiquette, communication 
skills and how to work collaboratively with co-workers. We 
also meet one-on-one with each participant to better 
understand their current skill-set, interests and goals to 
connect them with the right employers who have vacancies to 
fill. 

All participants in the community employment program are paid minimum wage. They can earn up to 
$300 per month through their employment on top of what they receive from income support.  

 
My name is Dominique Jaume and I am a job coach at Atelier de 
Clare. I have been working at Atelier for almost 5 months and I 
couldn’t be happier. I was living in Toronto for the last 10 years 
and moved to Clare 5 months go to join my partner who lives in 
the community.  

 
I have always enjoyed helping others and making a difference in 
people’s lives so I wanted a career that would allow me to do just 
that. I have completed a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a 
certificate in American Sign Language and Rehabilitation Services.  

 
During my time at L’Atelier, I have met with the participants one on one to get to know their 
interests, goals and skills. We have been working on ways to develop and strengthen their skills and 
abilities to prepare them to partake in jobs in the community through our community employment 
program. Once on the job, I assist with on the job training to ensure our participants feel 
comfortable with their tasks and surroundings.  

 

MEET OUR JOB COACH 

Dominique Jaume 

Jody Thibodeau working at La Bouguine 
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SPOTLIGHT  
 

She can do it! 
Nancy Hodge Becomes Atelier’s Pioneering Entrepreneur 

Anyone who has ever started their own business for the 
first time knows that it takes courage, hard work and a 
willingness to learn. Nancy Hodge has it all in spades. 

The 14-year resident of Clare recently became the first 
entrepreneur to start a business as part of Atelier de 
Clare’s new Business Incubator Program. An avid 
cleaner, Nancy turned her skill and passion into an 
enterprise of her own, “Fancy Nancy’s Cleaning.”  

When asked about why she decided to start her own 
business, she talks about how important it is to her to 
have meaningful work that pays her a fair wage. 

“It means a lot to me,” she says. “I would like to keep 
myself busy, just get out in the open and see how well I 
could do myself.” 

Currently residing in a group home, Nancy has 
aspirations of living independently and saving enough 
money to get married to her fiancée. With the business, she’s hoping to gain financial independence 
and the skills to manage her company on her own. 

“I can save and get my own place,” she explains. “I can go on a date, save money for that. I just feel 
happy [to be doing this].” 

Since launching her business in August, Nancy has received an overwhelming response from the 
community. People are even asking for copies of her advertisement – a take on the famous World War 
Two icon, “Rosie the Riveter.” 

 

To book an appointment with Fancy Nancy’s Cleaning, please call 
Atelier at 902-769-3253 or check out their Facebook page 
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ATELIER IN PICTURES  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brianne Comeau volunteering at Au Logis  

Nicolette Deveau visiting Cottage Celeste  

Hantford Boudreau at work in our 
woodshop 

Simone Robichaud (centre) taking part in 
a kite-making workshop 
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FEATURED PRODUCTS  
MEMORIAL & CUSTOM BIRDHOUSES 

 

 

BATH BOMBS 

 

	

	

	

	

	

This summer, we started 
making customized birdhouses, 
often in memory of loved ones, 
with engraved commemorative 
plaques.  

Each birdhouse is created in our 
very own woodshop, sanded 
and painted by our participants, 
and then personalized by Tee-la 
Higgins and Annette 
Thibodeau. The plaques are 
engraved on site by our 
participants as well. 

The birdhouses can be installed 
in Le Petit Bois at the request of 
the customer. 

Large: $40 Small: $35 

Another new product at Atelier is our handcrafted bath 
bombs, available in a variety of scents including blueberry, 
coconut, lavender and vanilla.  

The bath bombs are made with high quality ingredients 
such as organic coconut oil and essential oils. 

The ideal gift, the bath bombs are reasonably priced at $5 
for a package of one large and one small. They are also 
perfect for corporate parties and events. We offer 
discounted pricing for customers who buy in bulk and 
customized packaging to suit the event. 
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FEATURED PROGRAMS 

BELLIVEAU GALLERY 

 

Tee-la Higgins (left) and Michelle Dugas (right) welcome 

 visitors to the St. Bernard Gallery 
 

BASIC CONVERSATIONAL FRENCH 

 

Instructor Rayanne Amirault (right) teaches Anglophone  

staff and participants the basics of conversational French 

This summer, our participants worked at 
the Belliveau Gallery in St. Bernard 
selling paintings and crafts created at 
Atelier de Clare. 

The participants welcomed visitors to the 
gallery, struck up conversations with 
tourists and talked about the work done 
at Atelier.  

Our gallery work included paintings, 
birdhouses, wooden signs, peg boards, 
knit hats and slippers, and a blanket 
created by the participants in our sewing 
group. 

Anglophone staff and participants are 
taking Basic Conversational French 
classes twice a week with instructor 
Rayanne Amirault. 

The purpose of the class is to introduce 
non-French speakers to the basics of 
conversation as well as highlight Acadian 
French in particular.  

One Francophone participant has joined 
to assist Rayanne in leading the class. 
The other students are looking to 
increase their language skills to help 
them on the job or to increase their 
comfort level in social situations. 
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CREATIVE ATELIER 

 
 

 

COME CHECK OUT OUR NEW RETAIL SPACE – 1711 Highway 1, Church Point, NS 

       Duck Pond by Michael Meuse             Lighthouse by Paul Wyman                  Owl by Clyde Deveau 


